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To THE GENTLEMEN. 


WHO SIGNED THE COUNTER-PETITION AGAINST 

THE ADMISSION OF STAGE AMUSEMENTS INTO 
| THE PARISH OF WOTTON UNDEREDGE, 
2 ee | 


8 


As you have done ſuch credit to your characten 
in Petitioning againſt the admiſſion of Stage Exhibi- 
tions among us, I beg leave to addreſs theſe ſew 

. ſheets to you, for your peruſal, - It we have been 

| pnſucceſsful in this attempt, 1 hope that ſuch a ſerir Wo 

t ous, and almoſt univerſal oppoſition, will be beurr 
attended to on every other future occaſion. As, 1 

preſume, we need not bluſh at any one Propoſition 
contained in the Counter-petition, I ſhall take the 
liberty to ſend it to the Preſs ; though not having been 
favoured, with your ene: conſent, I ſhall omit 


- the ſignatures, F | 
1 amt ſatisfied, however, that we need not be 
aſhamed before men of reaſon and religion at bat 
we have ſigned, enen 19 9 
een with each other. N | 1 
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5 | TO THE p 

WORSHIPFUL THE MAGISTRATES | 
OF THE 

COUNTY OF GLOUCESTER; > 


wi We the ban of — 
being Manufacturers and Houſe-keepers 
therein, , moſt humbly requeſt, that no 

Licence be granted for Theatrical Amuſe- 
ments to be performed within the ſaid N | 
for the following Reaſons : | | 


Firſt, Becauſe, as à manufacturing town, the in- 
troduction of ſuch fort of public amuſements and ex- 
hibitions have an evident tendency to diſſipate the 
minds of that claſs of people who are engaged in the 2 
| manufactures, to the 1 injury of trade at Jarge, and alſo 


Secondly, That riot and confuſion are the unavoidy 
able conſequences in ſo ſmall a town, by the aſſem· 
bling of a mob of lewd women and diſorderly perſons _ 
during each even of their public exhibitions. 1 
Thirdly, Becauſe all well ordered families ſuffer ex- 
geedingly by the unhappy conſequences of ſervants 
being drawn from their domeſtic employments to meet 
eg enn Ut a very * | 


| 460 » 
the evening, being the time 155 nocturnal alignations 


A». and intrigue. . 


Fourthly, Becauſe | a much e Se: is re | 


to the peace and happineſs of families, b children 
being permitted to unite in ſuch ſcenes of riot, or | ' 


elſe being diſpleaſed with their parents, who only 


wiſh to prevent them therefrom for their good. 


Fifthly, That however, at all times ſuch a eence | 


+ may be deemed i improper, yet never more ſo than 


under the calamitous fi fituarion of out preſent f 
and diſtreſs. 


Sixthly, Becauſe * pariſli at like has: ſuffered 


conſiderably from the like permiſſion of theſe exhibi- | 
tions on a former occaſion ; as it can be proved, that 7 


paupers themſelves, who were ſupported by the 


pariſh, pawned ther cloathes to a conſiderable a- 
MOU, to enable them to attend on theſe occaſions, a 


| Laſtly; We, the Petitioners, humbly. conceive} 
that, as no place is entitled, according to the late 


af, ſed in the 28th year of his preſent Mit; 


rp to fch hene but 0 tos of t4 unit 


wit: tit therefore Wotton bur, In [1 


proper ſenſe of the word, being 1105 if aa | 


22 cannot be lepally entitled to ſuch a licence, but 


chat it would be deemed, according to the words of! | 


the aſoleſaid act, HIGHLY IMPOLITIC, Ex Dur 
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Ab UNREASONABLE, ſhould” fuch a licence be 
granted againſt the will of ſo many of the e 
who have ſuffered on a like former occaſion. Wy 


N. B. The under-ſigned Vicitioners debgn to in- 
veſtigate the legality of the preſent licence, having 


o 
* ; 


:fome doubts how far the forms, required e 


act, have been duly attended to. 


6 vortron-unbiazbos, | 
 January-4795- 
"Rai ths abide bon 1e to i 
the following remark on the late act CO 
which paſſed in the year 1784. 5.2013 
5% Tbe ſecond. clauſe of that e 
| ahbe margin. 


the majority of the Juſtices acting for Ag juriſdifion, 
Then the act concludes with a third proviſo. 


Provided af That 0 Jud lame bull be y 


th en u git (0d fe word gal tt 
tes to the whole l, and rot the magiſtrates be · 
longing to a peculiar Juriſdiftion) within ay ci, 


Itmun, or Place, unleſs notice ſhall bave been given by 
Ile perſon or perſon; 'opplying for ſuch licence, at leaf, © 
| three weeks before 185 Alcan, to the mayor, - 
. I bailif, 


Licenſes not to be granted within any 5 
Place having peculiar juriſdittion without the conſent of 


f 9 255 ; ( 2 1 5 
bailif, or other Af ce officer, or officers of fuck 
ity, town, LET W or e red er p | 
h application. 8 
The eee 
No licence to be granted unleſs three weeks notice be 
gwen to the mayor, &c. en, to Re ET | 
licence. TIL 
Now. it thould appear Gar wherever, or © wheel | 
a licenſe is requeſted, and not for places of peculiar | 
Juriſdiction alone, three weeks notice ſhould be given, 


that people may not be taken by ſurpriſe; ſo that, 


I ſhould ſuppoſe, theſe unvelcome viſitants have | 
made 4s light of the law as they haye of the real wiſh 


of the inhabitants; and that .any Gentleman may 


. driye them away as rogues and vagabonds, accord-  - 
ing to the former act, whenever they pleaſe: And 

ſome Gentlemen who ate really learned in the law, 

whom I have ney conſulted, «a are of the _— 


nion with elk. 


AN 


kx POSTULATORY terre, 


Ee. Er. 


ker Su, 4 4 | | 
"ON my late winter's journey to Woke. 

a heard with equal aſtoniſhment and con- 

cern, that, notwithſtanding the deep calamities from 


the remarkable ſeverity of the ſeaſon, and the ſtill 


deeper diſtreſſes that are likely to overtake us as a na- 


tion at large, we were yet again to be viſited by a ſet of 


ſtrolling players; and that you and another Gentleman 

were the only perſons that ſigned the petition 40 the 
Magiſtrates, in behalf of all the town. | 

Satisfied as I am of the entire impropriety of ſuch 

a conduct, I conceived it my duty immediately to 

oppoſe it, and was happy to find myſelf very credita- 


that Gentleman, who. had joined his ſignature with 


yours. IL wiſh I could conceive myſelf at liberty to 


* 
98 


nenne 


3 | ther 
. - * 


| alone; a 


n 


this ptool of the goodneſs of his judgment, ax] on 
reſpectability of his conduct. 


A counter: petition was immediately determined 


on; and, though we waited on all of real reſpecta- 


bility, one Gentleman alone refuſed his ſignatute, 


cn he admitted the impropriety of the buſineſs, 


Our counter petit ion, however, being, by a miſ- 
take, ſent in too late, the players unfortunatelx 
gained their ends before the real ſenſe of the town was 
known to be againſt them: otherwiſe, we cannot 
but perſuade ourſelves that a counter- petition, figned 
by near forty, and to which twice or thrice the num- 


ber might, if thought neceſſary, have been as cafily 


procured, would have been preferred to a Petition \ 


| lgned by two only. 


But 1 had ſtill hopes, e eee 


de intended vift would not take place; as theſe men 
muſt have a very mean opinion of the counter- petition- 
ers, to ſuppoſe they could act a part ſo glaringly in- a 


conſiſtent, as to ſupport thoſe very evils, againſt the 


admiſfion of which, by „ _— 
given their decided verdict.” '- | ; 


I again conceived, Reverend Sir; that, 8 


yourſelf came to know the real ſenſe of yourpariſhion- 
ers, and how far the reſpectable Gentleman above 
| alluded to, had acted on a reconſideration of the 


bulineſs, that you would not have choſen to appear 


vered 


' vere us fiom all our 8 ee 
| troduction of theſe abominable evils, a ova hs 
But when, as I am informed, you had been f: | 
error ln er advice of your worthy dio- . 
ceſan, the Biſhop of Glouceſter, to uſe your influence 0 
| againſt theſe offenſive exhibitions, and to endeavour 8. 
to prevail with theſe people to relinquiſh their deſign, | - 2B 
on condition that their expences ſhould have been re- | 
funded, I ſurely re that, 1 3 
in their intention of giving us ro an lese 
viſie 
FL Now, if + you, FS Sir, have duly Atencled to | ö 
the wiſe and good admonition of the Biſhop, R 
followed the example of the Gentleman before al- 
luded to, you have done your utmoſt to rettact a 
ſignature pregnant with ſuch evils in its conſequences 4 Bed 
as you, both as a Miniſter. and a Magiſtrate, are | 
bound in duty moſt_ _ſeriouſly. to oppoſe. But fince, . 
after all, it appears that, upon the ſtrength of your 
- firſt Ggnature, we are ſtill to be peſtered with theſe 
unwelcome gueſts, you cannot blame me for addreſſ- 
ing this my expoſtulatory letter immediately to you. 
Tou, Sir, having been the 1 agent i in a wy 
happy buſineſs. | p 
I am aware, 8 0 to prevent 
their viſit, after the licenſe was once obtained, was 
N to ſucceed ; and that on account of the follow- 
"MY ig 
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ing event. Theſe gentry, as it ſhould ſeen, not judg- 


ing the royal grant to exhibit at Cheltenham ſufficient 
for their maintenance, find themſelves under the ne- 
ceſſity to froll,from town to town; and that in the 
very centre of the ſtaple. trade of the kingdom, to 
make up their deficiencies. Their next defigns, it 
ſeems, were upon Glouceſter and Hereford ; but the 
Magiſtrates and Inhabitants of both thoſe cities, as I 
am informed, did not chuſe to accept their vifits under 


we preſent ſcenes of general ' calamity: and diſtreſs, 
Now, a little trade being better than no trade, and 
having obtained their licenſe by your recommendation, 


Wotton-Underedge, notwithſtanding its inſignificance 
and poverty, is to be drained of its property for the 


ſupport of theſe. people; while the cities of Glou- 
ceſter and Hereford acted a much wiſer Part, by | 


| <hufing co ſend them about their buſineſs, 


As matters thus ſtand, you will pardon me the iber | 


| 1 take in delivering in print, a ſecond time, my ſens 


timents, with all that plainneſs and arge * 


truth demands. 


I believe . 


petition carries its own evidence with it; and, While 
each of them ſpeak for themſelves among men of 


good ſenſe and purity of manners, it 1s of little conſe.  - 
quence if libertines treat them with banter. and 


contempt=matters of fakt are above the bed ee 
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I confeſs, however, that, on my laſt publication on 
a ſimilat occaſion, I had ſufficient vanity to ſuppoſe 
that every argument in defence of theſe exhibitions 
was fully anſwered, But I waz reully aſtoniſhed when 
J once heard a Gentleman of character and good ſenſe 
urge, in vindication of them, That they kept the 
common people from the public houſes 1” But what of | 
this, if we only reform one evil by the introduction of 
another, and, I am ſure, of a much worſe, Where 
is the advantage? Does it at all ſignify whether the 
common people are beggared at the pot-houſe, or the 
4 play- -houſe ? Does it avail where the nocturnal revel 


is carried on, or by what means diſſipation and pro—- 


faneneſs are promoted ? Surely, Sir, you, as a Magif- 
trate, can never want, a (ct of ſtage· players as your 
co- adjutors in office, to cleanſe theſe Augean ſtables 
of their midnight hord of bealtly drunkards, while 
the many excellent laws againſt tippling and drunken 


neſs are in your hands, for their legal and conſtitu- 


tional ſuppreſſiga. That people cannot fin. in the 
ale-houſe and the play:houſe at the ſame time, is a 
queſtion very eaſily decided; but not ſo eaſy is the 
deciſion whether their ne mode of diſſipation is nat 


mort. corrupting than the old one, from which theß 


make their temporary elopement, or whether they + 
E n return back again to their od 
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5 bean wiſh, Sir, that you, or ſome others wha 
may have it in their power, would prove the point, in 

bringing forward but one inſtante of good being done by 

this .change of place; otherwiſe, the argument is not 


45 even ſpecious. Theſe poor creatures loſe very little, 


if any more, of their property, by getting drunk, even 
dead drunk, at an ale-houſe, than when they go to - 
the play- houſe; nor is it of any conſequence whether 
the ale-houſe keeper has it, or the ſtrolling player; at 
each of theſe places they are bereft of their property 
and morals, and on both accounts the community + 
equally ſuſtains the loſs. I again, therefore, beg leave 
to remind you, Sir, that there are wholeſome laws, 
which ought to be put in execution againſt ſuch as 
| know not their own good, till proper correction re- 
ſtores them to the uſe of their ſober ſenſes. Sf 
But, again, theſe famons - amuſements, it ſeems, 
have juſt the ſame effect on theſe pot-houſe drunkards 
as the fmell of carrion has upon crows and ravens 1 
they fly from every quarter to partake of the dehicious 


treat, and clergy, gentry, &c. &c. from all di- 


rections, conſort together to partake of the fame re- 
paſt with theſe vulgar ſots; a fine diſplay this truly of 
the taſte. of the day, and a noble proof of the rations- 


h and [politeneſs of the ſtage amuſements, as now 


| exhibited among us in theſe refined ages of the world. 
And if morality be alſo to be brought into the ac- 
| count, Tor we hear a wonderous deal about .a good 


. 


| ( 15 ) | ; / 
play, and a. moral play, I cannot but beg leave to 


make a further remark reſpecting ſuch of the clergy 
as are found to patropize theſe amuſements among 
their pariſhioners, under the pretext of a pious deſign. 

Are the weapons of their warfare indeed ſo feeble. 
and inefficacious, as that à ſet of ſtrolling players are 
to be called in to give them their /piritual aid? What, 


do the plays of an Otway and of a Sheridan produce 


more powerful weapons againſt ſin than ſuch as are to 
be found. in uſing the ſtword of the Spirit, which is the 
word of Gd? Shall the rant and ribaldry of a ſet of 
men whoſe characters, and even whoſe very names, 


whether they be real or fictitious, are equally un- 


known, be more conducive to the ſpread of pure and | 


undefiled religion, than the grave, warm, affectionate 


advice of the pious and devoted miniſter, whoſe cha- 
racter is known and read of all men f among whom he 
. preſides? or, ſhall even their thinly-ſtrewed moraligy,  *' 
the gilding of the poiſon'd pill, do more good than a 


ſermon delivered from thoſe ſacred records, in which 


there is not the leaſt taint of ſin? or, can it be ſup» 
poſed that Mr. Tatterſall, ** moved as he was by the 

4 Holy Ghoſt to take upon him that ſacred office anjd 
t“ miniſtration which he now fills, to ſerve God, ane 


« for the promoting of his glory, and the edifying of 


* his people 25, that he, ſhould join in ſuch a pre: 
X pb. w. 1). + Cr . 4 Boe... 
t Ordination Service. | | 


9 bh, ST, poſterous 


* AS; s : 


. 


poſterous idea. No, Sir; candour directs me to Ay, 
that it muſt be from your own lips that 1 can ever 

ſuppoſe you capable of admitting a ſentiment ſo dia- 
metrically oppoſite to the dignity of your own cha- 
racter, and the purity of the Chriſtian diſpenſation. 


But again, Sir, let us re-aſſume our thoughts en 
| the morality of the Rage, and bring the matter to the 
| teſt by another criterion ; and as, even from. the pul- 
pit, theſe things have received their recommendatory 
function, there can be no harm to introduce them, at 
leaſt under certain circumſtances, into the church it- 
ſelf; for I think it muſt be granted, that a mere ſhift- 
ing of ſcenes, as it reſpects time or place, can haye | 
no inſluence hate ver upon the action itſelf, ſo far as 
tit is analogous to the idea of morality alone: 
We will ſuppoſe, therefore, that the town of Wot- 
+  toh-Underedge were to be half deſtroyed by fire, and 
tte poor people who eſcaped with their lives needed 
an immediate temporary refuge; I really think, Sir, 
that you would do a very humane and popular act, and 
as firmly believe that your humanity would not permit 
8 you to heſitate a moment to give them a direct ſhelter 
* and admiſſion into the church; nor could any but igno- | 
rant and ſuperſtitious prudes ever ſuppoſe that the 
church would he ſo unhallowed thereby as afterwards - 
WE: to need another conſecration, were they therein to carry 
on all the common ſunctions of liſe, or even to bring 
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W n Wen the baptiſmal font itſelf 


that they might, at the ſame time, earn an honeſt | 


pittance for their families, provided the ſuperior ſers 


vice of 2 1 e might not be "interrapeed 
thereby. <4 


And how; Str, ve will fippolt, that what | in many 
inſtances has taken place, may take place again“; and 
mould the matker-houſe at Worton-Underedge meet 
with a ſimilar calamity, would you like to lend the 
church for the performance of the Beygar's Opera; 

bes ets Burwell . or the erg Wit the people may 


? N "2 
7 Y 2 <> ** 1 3 not 


* * th "3 . m vt 
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: Not only at Cheſter, but in yarious other * very 
F awful circumſtances of this ſort have occurred. The recent event 


at the Haymarket is freſh in every one's mind; and, though it 
may be granted that the like calamities may happen to tht righteous 
as avell as the aviched;' yet I queſtion if any one who ſeriouſly: be- 


lieves that we muſt all appear before the judgment-faat of Chriſt, 


would like to fee the corpſe: of a friend or relation brought home 


dead from the play-houſe. I have known others ſtruck with 
death even in the hoyſe of God ; but, when ſuch an event takes 
place among thoſe who are under an habitual preparatiol For 


death, ſudden death is to them fudden glory 2 the event — | 


| with awe, but not with heeror, * Pig een 


7 * 
i * It ſeems this play contains the kiſtory of a e nally 

brought to the gallows, If any play can boaſt à good deſign; - 
Perhaps it may be this, but even here you are almoſt immediately 


introduced into a room with George Barnwell and his paramour 
[lane There you have ſet. before you all the artful tricks of a meri- 
i C 8 t tticidos 


: * 
* 


wi . 
o 1 
i... 


. 


bot loſe the bleſkng of theſe moral inftruftions ? The 
_ chancel, where you adminiſter the ſacrament, would 
prove excellently commodious for the ſtage; and the 
ſhifting of the ſcenes; and the organ as convenient to 
let off the catches and glees between the play and 
the entertainment; the ſurplice would prove excel- 
lently uſeful to dreſs up a ghoſt, if ſuch a thing ſhould 
be wanting on the ſtage ; and the bells quite handy 
do call the aſſembly together, me afterwards to "Ting 

them all home. | 

Now indeed, Sir, I do not mean either, e 
ally, to ſhock: or to offend by this illuſtration ; but 
only to prove, that the idea of the morality of ſtage | 

amuſements, as at preſent exhibited, is prepoſterous: 


1 confeſs alſo, that even a ſerious 'exhibition of the 


works of God and of nature, would pleaſe me better 
at the market-houſe than in the houſe of God, though 
I ſcarce know why, unleſs it is that the exhibitor per- 

forms for hire. And even here it ſtrikes me. Is not the 


tricious proſtitute, and you ſee a fine flowing youth yeilding to 
the charms of the ſeducer. This does the ,buſineſs; youth are 
at once taught and introduced into all the charms and artifices | 
of ſeduction; paſſion and luſt alike prevail, and no repreſenta- 
tion of the future evils is likely to prevent the conſequences of 
- theſe impetuous deſires. What is all this but to ſet the houſe on 
frre in order afterwards to play the engine that it may wot en- 
tirely be conſumed, and yet where we find one play that has 
ue on. gruss, egg Na 3 
of juſt the reverſe, | c 
- 


* 


, * » -. 5 

n 150 improves the public by a falgma diſplay. 

of the glories of the God of nature, as worthy of his 
© hire as the miniſter himſelf in the conſcientious dis 
charge of his office reſpecting our ſpiritual concerns? 


But, if this be the only offence, we vill put the me- 


Erber in another dreſs, ein, a further exami- 

nation. | 
e 

I chould have enjoyed the ſame honourable and plea- 


- fant ſituation in life which you now fill; and, ever 


fince, I have retained the higheſt reſpect, not only. 


for the eſtabliſhed church, but for every pariſh mi- 


niſter who honours his ſtation as much as his ſtation 
' honours him: but, being very early addicted to the 


crime which the world very comfortably calls Metho-. 


difm, the hocus pocus word of the day,” which turns a 
man into a monſter, without the trouble of an expla- 
nation, I gave up my hopes of preferment. But I 
yerily declare, i it never would have hurt my conſcience, 
had I poſſeſſed a living, to have made my ſteeple my 
- obſervatory, the beſt window in my chancel the place 
for experiments in optics ; nor would an electrical ma- 


 chine, in my eſteem, have defiled even the communion 
cable itſelf. I ſhould not have broken my ordination | 
vovs thereby, for theſo are not the ſtudies of the world 


and the fleſh * ; and, had I invited a large circle of my 


. beheld theſe An 


* * See ordination offce. N 


. 


gearble them' as you will of the filthineſs and'profanity'; | 


becauſe there is in the nature of them that which is 
ſhocking in itſelf; otherwiſe, as I have obſerved ber 


tore, no change of rat or time ol ST, haye. - 


And theſe. conſiderations lead. me 3 to ani · 
madvert on the filly ce of N Dong the 


| jours which language and imagination can invent, un- 
der the preſent corrupted ſtate of human nature, it 


: . reſiſtance without a miracle 3 oe | 


18 5 6 20 | 
of the Creators gory, 1 mould not have done th: 


| leaſt i injury to my conſcience ; for all this would have 
well introduced a ſerious comment on the Seriptures ts 


themſelves. How manifeld are thy works, O Lord; 
in toiſdom has thou made tbem all. The eartb is full 


F thy goodneſs *: Nor would the ſolemn: work of 
Prayer itſelf have been an inconſiſtent concluſion for: 


the bleſſing of God dn our truly innocent amuſements. 
But as for ſtage amuſements, as now exhibited;\ 


with which all of them, more or leſs, ſo- plentiſully 
abound, and preſent them before us even in their 
pureſt ſtats, we are ſtill ſhocked to bring them ſoræ 
ward as above repreſented ; and why thus ſhocked 


created this effect. 


aide 


en den to expoſe i Worn n Mad dl. Nd! 
While the evil is painted Vt al the- a 


maſt be imprinted on the mind wich very fatal conſe- 
quences indeed, nor will the fallen ſtate of marr allow 


beim ci, 26 __ RAS 
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it u the mie less, which nd a 


chaſte by the grace of God, that will reſiſt the reſem- 
blance of theſe evils thus repreſented ; it reſts with 
ſuch only to deteſt the. reviyal of ſuch ſcenes on the 


imagination, which they wiſh to be buried in perpetual 


. oblivion... I aſk the queſtion, and wait for the ſolution, 
If any invention, whereby pride, ambition, profane- 
neſs, and luſt, arg thus exhibited, can ever be pleaſant 


hut to the proud, the ambitious, the luſtful, the wa 


dious, and the profane ? | . 
But is it not very ith Sir, thay any. 


| ſhould. plead for the morality of the Rage, when mo- 
 rality never enters into the ideas of the players them · 


ſelves: or, Is it probable that theſe exhibitions ſhould 


produce the effects, which they theraſelves never de- | 
| ſigned? Were you, while you have them in your pariſh, - 


ſcriouſly to aſk them, Whether the increaſe of morality 
was their pious intent, would they not be ſurpriſed at 
the oddity of the queſtion, and honeſtly confeſs ano- 
ther cauſe ? Gain ts their godlineſs, and a life of diſſi- 
pation is the life they inculcate and promote. | 


But ſtage amuſements are beautifully diverſified by 
ſome gaieties and flights of fancy, that the thoughtleſs _ 


1 and gay, who would reſiſt a graver addreſs, may be 
.- captivated to the intereſt of morality thereby. re- 
pr the captives, and we ſay no more. 


But ſome ſort of innocent amen are abfolutely 
| pepeſſary to recreate the mind, and to make our pre- 


% * y 
- * 
; - " 


„„ 
ſent exiſtence en to ourſelves. But what are 


| theſe innocent amuſements ? Now, this wretched vague 


expreſſion every one is leſt to explain according to the 
vanity and corrupted deſires of his own- heart; for, 


if the tranſactions of a play-houſe, which Archbiſhop 
Tillotſon calls the Dev11,'s cuayzr, the pact of 
NEBAUCHERY, THE Nee AND NURSERY 'OF | 
LEWDNESS AND vie, are to bes called innocent 
amuſements, I ſhould be glad to know what ſpecies 
of amuſements are to be. cans” ra an and oor 
„ 76 

And, as the ſame Archbilticp* was never Hein 
either Methodiſt or Puritan, I may ſhelter myſelf un⸗ 
der another quotation from bim; for, in the ſame 


Fe paragraph, he ſays of thoſe parents who lead their 


children to ſuch places, They are ſuch prog a 
* I had almoſt ſaid DEVILS,” | 

Now, all Miniſters are the ſpiritual parents of welt 
charge. Can theſe. infatuated” people ſuppoſe, there · 
fore, that you, Reverend Sir, whoſe office it is to 
lead your Hock to the church, (he houſe of. God, ſhould, 


„The great and learned Dr. Genn n leh” 


r and e 


the, moſt eminent divines in the reign. of Queen Anne, obſerves, 


| in that work, that all ſerious Miniſters will be careful at times ta 
caution their hearers againſt attending play-houſes; and then 


makes this firewd remark, that, if our congregations 8 
of frequenting theatres, they will not have much veliſ for 


, uuleſs hs SIO are ſomewhat — to the Plays.” 


* — 


* 


* 
* 


|} 


* 
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upon any other occaſion, be found to lead them to 
the Devil's houſe; as the Archbiſhop ſtyles it, is it 
ſeemly for a Miniſter to make his parſonage-houſe 
the place of rendezvous: for his neighbours and pa- 
_  fiſhioners, and from thence conduct them to what the 
Archbiſhop calls a place of debauchery, the ſcboot and 
vurſery of lewdngſs and vice? Is it fit for the Miniſter 
of tlie pariſh to be the maſter of the ceremonies on 
ſuch occaſions as theſe, or for his Curate to finiſh the 
proceſſion by bringing up the tear? No, Sir; how- 
ever unfortunately your ſignature may have operated 
in introducing theſe people among us, let it be ſup- 

ſed that all your influence, as a Magiftrate and a 

„ will be equally exerted for the good of the 
town; in "Anais theſe evils to the utmoſt of 
Four power, that the conſiſtency of your. public con- 
duct may be equally as correct as is the whole of your 
ö example in all the ſocial and. relative functions of your | 

private life. 5 — 

\-Dur f e inhooghd:hiaſernenes, & 106i are 
i dee en e op tir ris eee a8 
has been before obſerved, what need can there be of 
them, e e b U cus kept up ak 
feady?*. 

Do you indeed then, Sir, prefide over a ale 
whoſe hearts have been fo deeply depreſſed by the 
 awfulneſs and folemnity of your preaching, that has 
3 them e to tremble with holy 


5 awe ; 


2 Li 
- 


* 


u . 
de, working out their ſalvation with fear and rad. 
Bing; left-a Promiſe being given them of entering % 
God's ok reſt, any of them ſhatild ſeem to come ſhort tz 


inſomuch that, by giving all diligence to make thei? 
Falling and election ſure 4 and, by their moſt earneſt | | 
„ riving to enter into tbe ftrait gate ||, all their time 
and thoughts are abſorbed in the things of eternity; | 
that; what between their watchings arid faſtings, and 
praying without- ceqſing d, they. almoſt forget to take 


their daily food, and to enjoy their n fly reſt? Were 


this the ſtate of your congregation” and mine, and 


would to God it were, as the extreme, though pain- 
ful, would not be dangerous; without the leaſt injury 


to their minds, we chen might impreſs upon them, 


Teſt they ſhould be //wallowed up with over - much ſor- 


rot , thoſe amuſements that are truly innocent; we 


might tell them, even from the pulpit, that neithet 


ugriculture, ſcience; or their lawful callings, could 
hurt their minds, when properly purſued with ſuch 
moderation as every real Chriſtian will ſeriouſly adopt. _ 


But, to recommend a penitent to a card table, a plays. 


"houſe, or a hoxſe-race, is doing the greateſt injury to 
the facred feelings of his mind 3 or, to ſuppoſe that 


one, whoſe W is in heaven 8 who i is born from: 


en 6s | + Heb. iv, 1 1. t 2 Pet. 1 1% 
I Luke xiii. 21. F 1 Theſſ. v. 17. „ 
© "if Cor. ii. 7. 5 Phil. iii. 20. N 572 


(4) 


Buve, born of 3 3 or, as we have it is as 
of the Articles of religion, who feels in himſelf the - 
workings f the Spirit of Chriſt, mortifying the thorks 
of the fleſh and their earthly members, drawing up their 
minds to high aud heavenly things d; to ſuppoſe; I 
ay, that ſuch an one can be amuſed ETD 
tions, only calculated to dimpate and corrupt; 
that the filly amuſements of a ball: room can. 3 
where he is to ſkip, and dance, and romp about at the 


- | tune of u fiddle, like a buffoon or a merry Andrew, 


for feveral hours together; and in an expenſive dreſs; 
as unfit for the mortified Chriſtian as the occupation 
itſelf; to ſuppoſe that ſuch are the innocent amuſe⸗ 
ments that holy penitents and mens Chriſtians cart 
| enjoy, how prepoſterous the idea | - T Ee 
O the magic-powers of this wonderful exptetih 
be innocent amuſements l' like Moſes's ſerpent; only take 
it by the tail, and it at once commenees am itinocent 
wand, ſtill fo ſtrongly retaining all its magic powers; 
that even a Devit's CHAPEL; notwithſtanding all the 
tricks therein performed, is conſecrated into a temple 
dedicated to the ſervice of morality, and made a reli. 
gious concern, © for the tage is excellently calculated 
iro laſh 'vice, and promote virti and —_— 
- © among the fallen ſons of men.” 


Bur one ef the ſmootheſt jglofits-pilt em the face 
of this buſineſs; is, when the fair hand of charieyvouch- 
Werd, colouring ; for we are fold how theſe * 8 


„„ en, e ee 
R „ | flare 


8 5 „ 
. 0 a laarecic for fine, 
Charitable deſign; ſo that all the oaths, all the inde- , 
cent inuendot, all the pretty tricks diſplayed before the + i 
artleſs multitude, to corrupt their morals, and all te 
fllly allurements exhibited before the thoughtleſs poor | 
to deprive them of their property, are only to be 
white-waſhed by ſame outward act of charity. This . 
is bringing forth charity with a witneſs to cover à mul- . . 
- _  H#itude of ſins : but, if they cannot do us a little good | 
| without firſt doing us a deal of evil, their good ope- 
rates upon us like the good of a bad phyſician; he = £ 
. kills twenty and cures one: if ſuch be the caſe, both WW 5 
he and they had better lay aſide their practice, and 
voss us with no more of their pretenſions to charity. 
And it further ſtrikes me What an opinion theſe 
8; mee muſt have, both of the religion and underſtand- 
ing of miniſters; to ſuppoſe that their officious aid is 
8 wanting to help us dun in promoting. works of charity. 


* 


2 5 Churity ben „ in the beſt fnls of * 

the word, when it acts conſiſtent with the paſſage at large, and 

a e, Ambion oo eee (foe 

talcen by the - apoſtle James; hatted” ftirreth up  flivife; but 
 bovertth, all fin, Prov. x. 12. But how ſtrangely ths 

this paſſage perverted.” If we are but charitable, as it is called, 

or rather now and then ive away a trifle in alms deeds, for a man 

may * give all his to feed the poor and have to tharity,” 
be Cen, gi Theſe Ae de, ſhall cover all our fins. In 
ort, no be charitable, and that ſhall ſerve as a un- 
verſal alu forall other evils, Beſides, no wonder if people u 
bo freely when EY told * rer * 
. 


, Fs 


+ ſerve. What! are they ſo wretchedly ſunk from the 

duties of benevolence, common even to the feel. 
ings of the mind of an beathen, as that we cannot 5 
excite our Chriſtian ayditory to acts of general + 
mercy, till theſe mimics have entertained them with 

twenty plays, and as many fooliſh farces , before they 
heſtow on us the profits of one of their "exhibitions, | 
that we, through ſuch hands as thei 5, may be bene 
volent to others? Muſt the hard hand of induſtry 
itſelf be griped by them twenty times over, before 


OLE ren 
-Nor is the reſlection leſs ſevere. on the people. we 


they once open the hand of Heir pretended. hari. *. 
25 a beſtow ment to the poor OP have fo plentifully 


pillaged before? 


Were we indeed ſurrounded by many of thoſe 

whoſe affluence would allow them to ſpare a ſuſtenance 
to theſe people, the buſineſs would be leſs objection- 
| able ; but, when they cannot be ſupported without an 
evident injury to the numerous poor who havea right | 
to expect from us every exertion in a time of general 

poverty and diſtreſs; when every halfpenny colleed 


together for the ſupport of theſe feoleries is ſo much 


needed to fupply the deep wants of the poor ; what a 


| burleſque upon common ſenſe 5 much an excuſe, and 


ſuch ſtrange pretenſions to charity! 


— 


| — to th public 9 : 


can be equal to what is to be found in theſe exhibitions, com- 


monly, and very -juſtly, called Farce; they are ſeldom better 


than a mere © rhaplody of fally and nonſenſe. 


4 "6 DS: How 


1 | 

How inconſiſtent alſo i is ſuch a lame ow ol bens · 
volence, with the characters of thoſe who, under 
influence of genuine Chriſtianity, profeſs i it to be their 
bounden duty that whether they eat, ar whether they 
' frink,or in whatever they do, they are to do all to theglory. 
of Code; how inconſiſtent, I ſay, that ſuch as theſe are 
to ſuppoſe themſelves at liberty to ſpend twenty times 
as much upon buffoonery and nonſenſe as upon acts of 
mercy and bene volence. If every talent we have is 
due to God, and ought to. be ſpent alone for hig 
glory, inſomuch, that even the unprofitable ſervant, 8 
. who hid bis Lord's talent i in a napkin, was to receive 
an awful judgment, what will be the ſentence againſt 
ſuch whoſe talents are ſquandered away for the ſup- 
port « of diſſipation, profligacy, and vice? 

N otwithſtanding all that my uncharitab pen may 
haye advanced reſpecting the eyil tendency. of ſtage 

' amuſements, is as nothing in compariſon to what hag 

been quoted from Archbiſhop Tillotſon, yet I would - 
not determine upon a haſty publication; I therefore 
waited till I cquld get an opportunity to judge for my: 
5 {elf by atleaſt examining the firſt femple of the exhibi- 
tions they deſigned to introduce. As ſoon, therefore, 
as I received their firſt play-bill, 1 ſent for the play 
itſelf Now, theſe gentry being « hi Majeſty's ſer- 
te wvants, promiſe (as certainly they ought), to render 
+ themſelves wortliy of the patronage: of a karg ; 
if palite, and diſcerning audience e 


. * 
1 - * + 


- 
* 
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„ 
And the firſt treat; | it ſeems, was to be from. dh 
pen of a Lady. e 

1 The juſtly e Comedy „ 
« EVERY ONE HAS HIS FAULT,” 
Now, I did think, if ever I miſſed my aim in ex- © 
g the wickedneſs of the ſtage, it muſt be after 
an introduction, and under the preſent produe- 
tion from the polite and delicate quill of a. Lady. 
But, behold ! in the very firſt leaf, an old debauebes, 
Mr. Solus, introduced by the ſoft qualifying expref. - 
fion of a may of 2 thus explains himſelf to 
his liberal, polite, and diſcerning audience: 1 did þ 
« not ſay that I ever had any children, but that I 
* had maintained them; but I never believe, they 


: were mine, for I could have no dependence on the, / 
principles of the mother ; and neyer did I take one 


ce 200 theſe tender infants in my arms, but the fore- 5 


„ head of my valet, the {quaint eye of my apotbe- 
| 6 cary, or the double chin of oy chaplain, Abd me 
ee in the face.“ | 
A fine ſtory this truly for a Lady to produce, con- 
cerning the tricks of an an old whoremonger and his 
ſtrumpet, and edifying to the morals of the peo- 


ple at large, and eſpecially to youth in particular. 4 
But, as theſe are the ſort of ſtories which beſt ſuix, 


* the chaſte and polite taſte oſ the day, and as things are 


yp . e * 9 behold a Sir Robert 


| | 0 46 ) 
bo 7215 Romble i to'give you another detail of his debanch- 
eries, and his ſeparation from his wife in conſequence 
pt his lewdneſs. But, as I neither wiſh to defile my 
„mind or paper by all the indecent inuenqos-produced 
upon this occaſion, we will paſs over the reſt of it 
without any further extracts. We know what ſort of 
effects all this muſt have upon people, when ſuch | 
| Tooje and libidinous ſtories are ſo dreſſed up as to make. .-H- 
them the Oe of the multitude before whom they | 
are exhibited ; 1e Pools alone can make a mock at n; 
and ĩt ĩs the chan der of madmen only to caft about thoſe „ 
mand of lil, and Jay, am I not in joke? The * ĩ 
 _ nth is, we have a Comedy before us, and, though - 
the pretext is to laſh the vices of mankind, yet a real 
h will mar its comic effect; therefore, as every 4 
. a 
po is to fickle WE, and excite merriment 1 | 
© expenſe of fin. | 
] had ſcarcely RT this lt infrufive co⸗ 
medy, but another of the ſame Lady's product ions 
was ꝑut into my hands, with this information, that 
her comedies were ju ged the moſt pure and chaſte | 
of the age. And as this alſo. may be for the in | 
PLES? .  firadtion and entertainment of the good people at | 
8 *Woton-Underedge, T ſhall treat it with a few. re- 
marks; and, E | 
e er . 5 
| Tur Widpte Dar. 8 125 
Senne * certain ſort of curioſity to. 
— ; | hear 
$1 


,-—— 


- 
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631 
8 and the vun of un prologue . 
A gives us her meaning TK + l ee: 
To laugh is all our author means en 
In what ſhe paurtrays in her ſcenes; 


And aims, in all ſhe dares to write, 3 
. To make her wedding-day—a merry night, _ 


5 Now, the Devil himſelf could ſcarcely have ex- | 
pected from any perf tiger alt) deci LENS 
ful and dark deſigns. IIS N 


Now, what is the nioſt prominent feature in this | 


| play. Still debauchery and luſt muſt be the ſtarding 


diſh of the entertainment; for here is an old man mar- 


lied toa young gitl about cighteen; ſhe makes no ſecret 


of her amorous diſpoſition, and her diſlike to her huſ: 


band. Lord Rateland, and his name is enough, is next. 


brought forward, attempts to court two married women, 


| but fixes upon this young girl; we have theſe two alane, 


as it is called, on the ſtage; we have firſt all their 
2 converſation, then be claſps her in his arms. 


Now, this is all heard and done pro Bono publice.” A 
young fellow claſps a young girl in his arms before al 
che ſpectators: what folly not to ſuppoſe that every 


impure paſſion is not imtnediately excited and pro- 
moted by ſuch ſcenes as theſe. How Horrid and dereſt- 


able when a beaſt in iniquity is to be brought forth; 


who tramples upon every idea of conjugal chaſtity and 


affeQion, and glories in his ſhame. And this is the 


AS 3 while it ſeems thas 
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eden 4 Lady cannot write for the amuſement of the 
public, withor*. the invention of a fictitious tale made 
up of treachery and luſt. 

Now; where this faid polite Lady had 110 ang 


tion, whether in Prury- Lane or Covent-Garden, for . 


the nearer the play-houſe the better the company, is 
a circumſtance that need not be inveſtigated ; ker 


birth, life, parentage, and behaviour, in the preſent buſi- 


neſs, are nothing to the purpoſe ; but this much is 
very evident, that ſhe is quite miſtreſs of the ſubject, 
as it reſpects the Knowledge of the pretty tricks and 


debaucheries of the day; and, while ſhe can dreſs up 


theſe abominable intrigues with ſuch pleaſantry, it is 
very probable, through the aſſiſtance of his Majeſty's | 


4 ſervants, and ſhall I fay, Sir, the countenance and ſup- 


port of the Miniſter of the pariſh; we country people | 
ſhall get an-inſight into the tricks of our ſuperiors in 
high life, and learn to follow their laudable examples, : 


But again, Sir, from the ſpecimen given by this 
Lady of polite converſation, upon theſe deleFable ſub- 


jects, ſuppoſe the Ladies in our neighbourhood ſhould 
AQech the like ſtyle, and while they treat us at the 


tea - table, entertain us alſo with the narratives of dif | 


ene and exmbelliſh rhent wick the . 


nen. 


| „ When this . is ri * 
hope her R e - 
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-Oaths did 1 fay pes, Sit) and dach of the maß 
horrid and blaſphemous import; oaths that this 
profane woman herſelf has printed, and in the 
ſame play repeatedly printed, as the leſſon for 


every player, whether of a ſtationary or trolling 
character; and this leſſon they do not learn aright 


| unleſs they ſwear according to her direction; for 

the play would be too cold and tame unleſs warmed 
by theſe .embelliſhraents. They are ſhocking, to | 
every delicate ear; even in their cloathed and ab- 


breviated form dam me, *egad, Z'ounds “. Now, 


to ſuppoſe that the writer meant nothing. by theſe 


expreſſions, , or that they were mere words without 


meaning, is ridiculous; they were defigned as oaths; 
ahd it ſhocks me while; to expoſe their blaſphem- | 


ous intent, I thus draw them out as far as decency 


will allow ; by Gd, by G—d's wounds, G- damn 


me. What, Sir! can you as a magiſtrate, can you 


and I as miniſters, countenance ſuch horrid exhi- 


e Where dhe ce ere e 


— 


* Some AE * wi bd to urge, that ai tlius - 


publicly ſworn, and filthy intrigues thus exhibited, had à ten- 


deney of itſelf to reform the evils ; but 1 am ſure Mr. Tat- 


_ terſall, as a Magiltrate, could never ſuppoſe - that he ſhould 
reform the reprobate, when brought before him, to pay for his 
oaths, by ordering in another reprobate to curſe ad ſwear i at 
im for half an hour; nor yet would he commit a lewd perfor 


to the brothel, inſtead of folitary confnement, to teach him | 


Nr Oe te 75 a 


E ſerves 


- 


A 

ſerves us is called down, contrary to the ſacred com- 
mand * to witneſs to every looſe and idle tale? Can 
you and I fit and hear a miſerable ſet of _hirelings 
an the ſtage ſuear y Gd wende wid that 


even on # leπuñ oecaſion; by the name of that 
bleſſed God, our Saviour, h⁰ο was wounded for 


our tr niſereſſions, and britifed for our iniquities f? 
Can we bear to be preſent where à monſter of ini- 


quity can feign the language of another thonſter; 
2s vile & Hitmſelf, and pray Gd 1% dn him as 
ah aſſeveration, pochiaps, on the moſt wicked, of . 
at beſt; bn the moſt trivial occafions f? O! Sir, 


hat thiſt you think that ever you, under the 


ſacred character which you ſuſtain, Thould inad- 


vertently have given your ſignature to the exhibi- 
SW} GLO e OF 


n Flaws. 424 

| 47 n doth Wade Gb weir ws ens 
| this woman has decorated her plays for the inſttuQion of the 
public. Faith, ſuppoſed to be by faith of the goſpel; and 
2 this renders it a ſhocking afſeveration, Heavens, this is an 
6ath to the point, and an oath without the maſk of an 
abbreviation, 7 /ay unte you frorar not af all, neither by beaven, 
\. for it is God's thront, &e, Matth. v. 34. But above all things, 
my brethren, fear not at all, neither by heaven, neither by earth, 
neither by any other oath ; but Tet your yea be yea, and your nay, 
ben. James 5, But 1 do not ſuppoſe that people who write 
| Playa/read their Bibles, br 'that MI s anend ä 
W | 
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A ant ne e enacting tea 
- magiſtrate ſuppoſe, when in that office you ſolemn- 
ly demand the accuſtomed oath. When paths, 
the ſacred bond of civil ſociety, are made ſo light 
of, in being ſeigned to be ſwom in the town in 


which you preſide. Or can you, after ſuch evi- 


FOE Tee ey Io oo ures — 1— — 


dence, any longer ſuppoſe that gxhibitions like thels 
are innocent, which in their nature and deſign, 
even from this firſt ſample, are ſo atrocious and 
vile, where every pretenſion to morality ſeems 
perfectly thrown aſide, and nothing is exhibiting 

but debauchery.and yice; and in a ſtyle only caleu - 
lated to excite laughter and merriment at theſe 
abominable evils; the very mentioning of which 


thauld create in us the ſtrongeſt indignation | and 
Indeed, Sir, it is not from the leaſt degree qt 


perſonal diſregard that I have thus ventured to ad- 


dreſs you againſt the admiſſion of ſuch evils as theſe, 
As a gentleman, a magiſtrate, aud 2 | 
I wiſh to give you all che reſpect your character 
deſerves. If I haye conceived it my duty ſtrongly 
and warmly.op this, and every other occaſion, to 
appear againſt thoſe amuſements, reſpecting the in- 
nocency of Which, I fear, we widely differ, you 
haye, a right to ſhew your opinion in return. I 
mean not, however, ſo rude a charge as to ſuppoſe 
| that it was your real deſign to introduce the im- 
be ana which am ſatisfied muſt be, as they 
ST... 


— — —_ - — — - —— 


mony in my favour. Even the friend i s of diſſipation ti 


1 did not want to ſet forth the Miniſter of the pariſh 
Wy as being the principal advocate for theſe fqolerics, | 
; while his pariſhigners Judged Juſt the reverſe; 


per colours, in language faint or cold, if fome 
ſimilies feem ftrong and ſevere, T requeſt that it be 


_ againſt the will of his pariſhioners, -and the good | 
advice cdl wy ch or has N 1 1 - 
eſpouſe. | 

And indeed; Sir without the leaſt deſign of 

| ſatire, I could wiſh, according to the tenor of your | 
l ſermon'*, | at leaſt as 1 Underſtood it, 


r 


"Wii have been the — (conſequent 


of ſuch an introduction; nor do my ſentiments 
ariſe from a moroſeneſs of diſpoſition, your own - 
pariſhoners have already given their decided teſti- - 


acknowledge that, in point of argument, they have 
nothing to advance in favour of their ſupport 
And inſtead of making i it a matter of il. nature 
triumph that you' are ſo much alone, no could 

have given me greater pleaſure than to have been - 
favoured' with your aſſiſtance in oppoling theſe evils. | 


And as it is impoſſible to repreſent truth 1h its pro- 


not conſidered as a perſonal attack upon the vharac: 
ter of Mr. Tatterſall, but upon the "cauſe, Which, | 


L147 7 11116 5 UNE Viz! — | preached 


G6 035 wud of 2641398, 153809 208 82": 
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1 


bee laſt ſummer before the excellent Charge 


delivered by our worthy Bithop, That all the clergy 
were ſure, ex officio, to be good, if bad before ; or 
that they miſt” be ſo from a mechanical operation 
that their office itſelf muſt have upon them“. 
Would to God that this wre indeed the cafe. Were 
ve truly under the influence of ſuch a power, and 
had tue bur converſation indeed to the uſe of edi Hung. 
i that i may adminiſter grate 10 the hearers +, know: 
ing that i every idle word man ſhall ſpeak, he Mall give 
an account thereof in the day of judgment +, and 
that all fooliſh talking and geting were ſtrietly for- 
bidden in the word of God, our controverſy about 
the laufulneſs of the Lees of the ſtage would 
| vhs be decided, | 


*Welive ina tay in wil; ny is kia its | 
rapid ſtrides,” and may, if the mercy of God pre- 
vent Yor, r the lame fatal confequences 8 


— given at the ordjngtion 3 prieft.—The- preſent Biſhop 
of Peterborqugh, when Biſhop of Briſtol, gave: 2 well directed 
charge to his clergy, to read over the ordination ſervices, 5 
that their doArines and wor pr may be e | 
_. with their profeſſion. - | : 
+ How contrary this, however to the YEAR, an#ther 
reſpectable clergyman, and no methodiſt, who made the ſol- 
lowing remark; That nothing proved the chriſtianity was 
z diſpenſation from above, or that it was upheld by divine 
ſupport as that the bad lives of the clergy had ITE | 
| proved the ruin of the ſacred cauſe.” | | 
+ Eph. iv. "es 1 Matt. x, 36. | 9895 
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| among us as have been accompliſhed in a neighbour+ / 
ing nation. And as it is ſuppoſed that this awful 
event was brought upon them by the profligacy y 


and ignorance, or at leaſt by the negligence and 
inattention, of the generality of the clergy, does 
it not become us, who bear the ſame lacred office, 


| to walk with all that holP'circumſpeRion which be- 
hoves the characters of thoſe who are torally dedi- 


cated to God ? Who agzin, 3 and again, have thus 
addreſſed the ſearcher of all hearts, even on ſalemn 
ſacramental occaſions. 4 And here we offer and 
10 preſent unto thee, 0 Lord, ourſelves, our ſouls, 


| « and bodies, to be a reaſonable, holy, and lively 
e « ſacrifice unto thy ſervice.” of 


"New: Sir, under the inflyence of fuck mn, 


e of. per;ſane angly 3oe and I to be in all 


holy converſation and godlineſs . Is it fit that we 


7 ſhould mix with others in all their gaudy diffpating 


ſcenes of pride and vanity, which ſtamp the char 
rater of ſuch as know not God, nor obey the gojpel 


of our Lord Jeſus Cbrift +. If we are even as 


private chriſtians to come out from the world, and to 


- be ſeparate ; if we. afe forbidden even 10 touch the © 
_ » unclean thing ; if we are neither to love the world, 
» "or the things that are in the world; if the friend- 
bu ef the world, in te chr han selten. is enmity 
If theſe things be ſo, let us alt 


1er 15. 46 The . 


erke 


— 


is; 


ourſelves what our congregations will think of us; 
ſhould they ſee us in the much more ſacred cha- 


; ee eee ee eee weep 

- Chriſtianity | mel ſeems, on this preſent 572 
moſt awfully at ſtake, and ye have ſeen a ſtrong in- 
ftatice; by 4 late revolution, that the fame civil 
oof vþ/ 5ot ages e it ſhall, under 
the permiſſion of divine Providence, when it be- 
comes an impious and offenſive mockery, be drawn 
forth to attempt at leaſt even its total aboli tion. 


Have we not therefore reaſon to fear, that if Chrifs 


eney to ſupport herſelf, that her civil ſupport may, 


in moſt righteous judgment, be withdrawn ? 


If there appears nothing ſuperior in the life of 

a chriſtian but what may be found in the life of 2 
8 juſt the practice of a little bare-weight . - 
tnorality, and nothing further, no wonder if the 


ſyſtem itſelf, when it is made to appear by its pro- 
feſſors ſo poor and K 2 in its NY 
ſhould ſoon de given ud. 


There was a time . Feinde chelate | 


could make its way, notwithſtanding all the op- 
poſition that was drawn forth againſt it by the per- 
ſecuting rage of heathen darkneſs, and papal ſu- 
perſtition. Her cauſe was glorious, and her beauties 
were her own. Holineſs to the Lord was engraven 


upon 


A by a . 
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5 
on the lives of its profeſſors. Under the ind 
ences of that divine change which made all its real 
converts new creatures in Chiift Jeſus; they lived 
like thoſe who firmly believed that the liſe of 
chriſtianity was a life of deadneſs to the world, and 
devotedneſs to God; their only glory was in [the 
crofs of Chriſt, by which they eſteemed themſelyves 
cFruciſied to the world, and the world um hem *. - 
They were dead, and their lives were hid with Crip, 
in God + 


Now, is this the didit of the ſs AF, 
Is there a-ſingle feature belonging to- the modern 
ptofeſſor which bears the moſt diſtant reſemblance to 
that ſacred primitive character, as thus deſcribed in - 
the word of God 4 ? 1 know the anſwer, and am 
glad to meet it. We need not in theſe days be 
« o Aritt and rigid in our religion, as were the 
« primitive. chriſtians,” Now, if this expreſſion be 
allowed to ſpeak out, it means not 1 pure and holy, - 
and then I aſk, why not ỹ If the nature of God be 
unalterable, ſo muſt be the nature of true religion. 
And if this alteration be now allowed, When did 
the time for this _ commence ? And how far 


0 vi. 4- en 27 e 
t l beg leave to refer the reader further on this ſubject, | 
wa treatiſe publiſhed ſome years ago, by my brother, Sir | 
Richard Hill, ſtyled, Wen een 

FO > ly Mo, Strand. 5 3 6-364 9 
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may we fuppoſe that we have advanced in this lu. 


ful decline ? 
Religioh indeed may alter in its . ale 
different diſpenſation,” but not In its grand deſigns. 


That e ſhould love ve Lord our God with all our | 


hearts, minds, owls, and frength, and our neigh- 
Bourg as ourſelves, is the grand ultimatum” of all 


d the eternal demand of him with whom = 


I 1 Variableneſs, nor ſhadew of turning . If time 
© ſhould have it in its power to deface the ſtrength of 
this command; by the ſame parity of aſorfing, 


ſelf; century after century we need on} 
A little; and a little leſs. The commandment has 


i fps; as erjoined by our Lord, for near 


eighteen hundred years, and by the ſample we now ; 


ſhew in the preſent centuty, in oppoſition to the 
Arict and rigid ſentiments of the primitive chriſt- 
ans, in a century or ſo farther down, it ſeems as 
e it would . e 


i n 


* 1 1 17. 20 | | : 
| 4 Suppoſing the magiſtrate ſhould ai in point of mo- 
- rality, like the 'mitiſter who preaches ſuch ſort of divinity, 


{how would it ſound? the thief lands before him, he fays, to 


de ſure you have done wrong, but not ſo wrong as if you 
had done it two hundred years before, in the pious reign 
df Edward the VIch; that great thefts are ſtill prohibited, 


85 now petty larcenies have i in them ſcarce any criminality 


'P at | 
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r 
win ſuch doctrine as this do for the preſent day? 
Will it do for your congregation or mine ? Indeed 
it will not. It is frequently the extreme grief of 
my mind, that after all that can be urged. againſt 
the exceeding finfulneſs of Jin, and on behalt of che 
- purity of the goſpel diſpenſation, that baſe Charac- 
ters will appears, Whoy by their hypocriſy and. im- 
pure behaviour, diſgrace the cauſe of ru ad un. 
- their blame is not ours, while our 
| Own lives are pure, and our do&trige conſiſtent with 
the ſacred ſtandard of the word of God; but if 
theſe things be countenanced and practiſed by us, 
which are found to be the delight of the moſt wan- 
11 ton and vain of mankind, will they not treat all 
—— that we can fay againſt theſe evils with a ſmile of 
=; | Contempt, and retort the  commiſſian of their 
It crimes by quoting our on W | 
| ourſelves. 8 
Thus Sir, baye 1 Kiiſhed my ſecond publica- 
tion againſt theſe offenſive evils, I can aſſure you 
neither in a religious or civil point of view do 1 
vim to e 8 your opponent. J n ! 
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-{þ at er eee e Grorgs the 
4 Third. There was a time m which whoredom and adultery 

were abominable crimes, yet in the preſent day now and 

then an act of crim con, as it appears from modern examples, 
Is innocent and allowable, provided when TING Why 
* ane and moderation, * 2 | 
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N I. 
Bous even though an advocate for- deiſm, 
oe (againſt the admiſfon of theſe exhibitions, ,__ 
disch into à place fo confderible: as Geneva i.. 
j; ſelf. Now the leſs the place the greater the evil. 
And will it not be much to our reproerh, while we 1 
glory in the chriſtian diſpenſation, if we appear ad- 
enen 
Dee | | | 
j And I can, truly fay, . . - 4 
your ſentiments, reſpecting the ſubject of the pre 
ſent controverſy, will give mme the completeſt joy, _. 
that while we ive together in the ſame town, our e 
vieus may be one for the enen l f 
jn the general good. a * = 


I lam A 

Y” | Reverend . 5 * 
Tour ever obedient ö 1 

ber cb. 4 and humble ſervant, 
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. ROW AND HILI. 
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0 THE READER. 


FROM the ſerious oppoſition made 2 f 
new introduction of ſtage amuſements into Wotton- 85 
- Underedge, I had ſcarce a conception that the 
would have preſumed upon the viſit; nor was 1 
convinced until their firſt Play-bill was tranſmitted 
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ems S 
1 B m ignorant of every "other; cir- 
.cumſtance wlüch may have tranſpired there: Luce 

I eſt that place, aud ſhall be extremely happy, if 
ſince then, Mr. Taätterſall has acded in ſüch n 

mazner apainſt;cheſe-people, axithar L may ban n 
opportunity of giving a public and ſtrong toe 
my acknowledgement of the advantage gemed- bf 
fuck! a A ng 8 


my * 2 * um ch G 

% PT. 110 viſit with the een now over, ah all 

" the ſupport from the Ladies of the town and Mn 
| 'boyrlood muſt be withdrawn from ag they nut 
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